A Turn to Culture (Odell et al 2004)
This article will help you to create a body of notes that can be sued to answer LO1 “Define culture and cultural norms”.

1. Why do Odell et al (2004) say that it is important for psychologists to have an understanding of culture and cultural norms?
2. What is the difference between the newly emerging disciple of cultural psychology and of more traditional cross-cultural psychology?

3. What do psychologist do when they take an etic approach and how do they tend to define culture?
4. What do psychologists do when they take an emic approach?

5. What is one problem with the etic approach (imposed etic) in research?

6. Give an example of a psychologist whose studies have been criticised due to the use an etic approach and describe the nature of the problem

7. Outline the problems faced by Malik (2000) when interviewing her British Asian sample regarding depression and distress; explain how taking an emic approach can help to understand complex areas such as mental health more effectively in non-western cultures.

8. Until recently cross cultural psychology has used more of an etic approach; why does Ratner believe that this work misses the point?

9. Describe one way in which changes in cultural norms have affected children’s knowledge an behaviour (Joshi et al 1999)

10. Describe a cultural practice used by school girls that was investigated by Valerie Hey 

11. Describe the work of Miller using participant observation and how an awareness and exploration of her own ethnic identity aided he work which exemplifies an emic approach

12. Why do psychologists such as Shweder and Squire feel that cultural psychologists also require political awareness?

13. Why do Hermans and Kempen (1998) suggest that we have to be careful when conducting research on other ‘cultures’?

14. Having read the entire article, how would you suggest that psychologists who wish to take an emic approach to their work should proceed? What types of research method would be most effective and what factors need to be considered in order to ensure the validity and reliability of the findings and to ensure that ethical principles are upheld?
