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Drug treatments for schizophrenia
Extract Question: Research methods
Meltzer et al (2004) carried out studies to look at the effectiveness of drug treatment in schizophrenia. They chose 481 patients with schizophrenia and randomly assigned them to groups. The groups had a placebo, an investigational drug (there were four of them) or haloperidol (an established typical anti-psychotic) for 6 weeks. The investigational drugs were four new drugs. The study gathered information about positive and negative symptoms, severity of illness and a score from a psychiatric rating scale. The study found that haloperidol gave significant improvements in all aspects of functioning tested compared with the placebo group so the study appeared to have validity. Two of the new drugs also showed improvements in several of the measures (such as positive and negative symptoms) compared with the placebo. There were two groups of new drugs that did not show any improvements, however. 


a. What experimental design is being used in this study? (1)


b. Explain the weaknesses of this design and how these have been dealt with in this study (3)


c. What is a placebo and why is this used? (3)


d. What is the independent variable in this study and how many levels are there? (2)


e. What is the dependent variable and how has this been operationalised? (2)


f. What conclusions can be drawn from this study (3)


g. Outline two strengths of this study (2+2)


h. Outline two weaknesses of this study (2+2)














