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	Not everyone with certain environmental risk factors develops schizophrenia; diathesis –stress model suggests that environmental/social factors will only elicit schizophrenia is a person with an underlying genetic predisposition.


	Helps to explain research findings regarding the higher incidence of schizophrenia in people facing socio-economic adversity who are also from ethnic minority groups
	Proactive suggestions for improving later mental health of children from ethnic minority communities, e.g. celebrating cultural diversity, building positive ethnic identities

	It is possible that the research evidence is biased, people from ethnic minority groups, lower social class, unemployed etc, are more likely to receive a label/diagnosis of schizophrenia; greater intervention from social services/police etc.


	It is possible that drug/alcohol abuse is associated with social stress and it is this that predisposes people in these groups to schizophrenia rather than the social stress itself
	It is hard to disentangle cause and effect in this area and it is possible that people with schizophrenia become downwardly mobile with regard to socio-economic status, meaning they are more likely to have poor qualifications and employment prospects, and to live in  poor housing in inner-city areas which are cheaper (social drift)



	Veling (2008) risk of schizophrenia was associated with perceived racial discrimination, weak ethnic identity, low ethnic density.


	Pedersen and Mortensen (2001) found that the longer a child had been exposed to urban living the greater the probability of developing schizophrenia.
	Pedersen and Mortensen took into account factors associated with urban living that can also be independent risk factors for schizophrenia such as exposure to flu and birth complications and found that living in an urban environments still increased risk even in the absence of these factors.


Evaluating the Environmental Breeder Hypothesis
