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Obedience Milgram (1963) Study 
Cloze Activity

Fill in the gaps and then try to describe and evaluate the study, in detail on your own.
Obedience refers to our tendency to follow ......................... from individuals who are above us in a real or perceived power ............................. Obedience is more likely when the individual giving orders has more ........................... or ........................., however, ............................... alone maybe sufficient. 
Children tend to be ............................ for obedience making unquestioning obedience more common in later life. This can be positive and help maintain social ......................... but Stanley Milgram, (1963) showed that ........................ obedience can lead us to commit ..................... acts against others. He claims that we may not ......................... with what we are being asked to do but that obedience to authority occurs when we believe someone else is ........................... for our actions. He describes this as being in the ............................. state.
Milgram (1963)

Aims Milgram aimed to investigate the ........................... under which individuals will obey orders to ............................ ....................  another human being. 
He wanted to explore the claim that ........................ such as those committed in the ................................. were not the product of ............................ personalities but the actions of every day men turned evil through .......................... ................................... He wanted to see whether normal ........................... males would be compelled to unquestioningly follow orders to inflict pain.
Procedures: Milgram conducted a .............................. .................................. at ....................... University. His ........................... sample comprised ................... males recruited through a newspaper advert asking for participants for a memory experiment. 
On arrival they were paired with a ................................ who they believed was another participant. Lots were drawn to decide teacher and learner roles but this was .......................; the ................................ was always the teacher. 
Teachers had to administer a word recall task and give fake ......................... ................................ every time a mistake was made. The voltage supposedly increased in ................. volt increments but in fact all shocks were fake except for one real ...................... volt shock given to the real pp at the beginning of the study to increase experimental ...................................  
At various standardised points throughout the procedure, the participant heard the learner shout that he did not wish to .................................

 If the participant protested that he did not wish to go on, standardised prompts or .......................... ............................ were given by the experimenter, urging the Pps to continue. Milgram recorded the voltage of the ................................ ......................... administered before Pps refused to continue.
Findings Milgram fund that .......................... of his sample administered the full .......................Volt shock. .............................continued to ...........................volts although at this point .......................... of the sample dropped out. Film footage was taken to provide ................................. data and Pps were observed to tremble, sweat, bite their lips and dig finger nails into their flesh. ........................... had full blown seizures.
Conclusions Milgram concluded that normal Americans could be induced to commit harmful acts against their peers under specific social circumstances. He concluded that the crimes committed in the Nazi death camps may not have been due to a flaw in the .............................. of the German soldiers, thus providing what has been called an ‘obedience .........................’. He concluded that when we occupy a position of lower ............................ it is possible to lose our sense of ............................. ........................... and instead follow orders .................................... as we absolve ourselves of any ................................ for our actions.
Evaluate Milgram’s (1963) study of obedience 

Milgram’s study could be said to lack ................................validity and some have argued that participants may have been responding to ........................ ..................................... which reduced experimental realism and enabled the participants to see through the ..............................

 For example they say that participants must have thought it odd that firstly, the experimenter did not ................................... ................... ......................... .............................,  and secondly that he showed such little ............................. for the learner when he appeared to be screaming in agony, (....................... and Holland, 1968). 
This said the degree of ................................ strain shown by many of the participants indicates that they did .................................. the set up as did the .........................shown when reunited with Mr Wallace during the ................................... In addition, participants revealed during the debriefing that they did believe in the set up.

Milgram’s study could also be said to lack ............................validity, meaning that it could not be .......................... to real life circumstances outside the confines of the experimental set up. Orne and Holland argue that the study merely represents what happens between experimenters and participants and not what happens between people of differing social status in other situations. Milgram retorted that this is a perfectly legitimate relationship through which to study obedience to an expert authority.

Orne and Holland’s  claims regarding lack of external validity have been rejected in the light of many cross-cultural replications and further studies with greater ........................... realism such ........................... study whereby .............................. of nurses broke hospital regulations and unquestioningly obeyed an unknown doctor’s orders to administers dangerously high doses of medication. This study supports the reliability of the findings and indeed suggests that obedience might be even higher than Milgram suggested.

Milgram’ study has also been highly criticised for the degree of ........................... that his participants were subjected to. Although at the time, ....................... guidelines were not so comprehensive, by modern standards Milgram’s work exposed participants to a high level of psychological distress, they were deceived and as such aware unable to give their ........................ consent. 
The right to ............................... was persistently denied as they were told that the experiment must .............................. when they expressed their discomfort. This said, Milgram’s has also been praised for his role in developing .......................................... as before his study this practice had not really been seen in psychological studies.

Although, there are a number of limitations to Milgram’s work with regard to ethics, the cost to .................................if he had not conducted this study may have been even greater; there is now greatly increased awareness of the power of the social situation in evoking mindless obedience. 
Milgram’s work has also been used by ................................. lawyers to acquit people who have been involved in violent crime and one example occurred in South .......................... where 9 of 13 defendants, being tried for murder following a gang attack, avoided the death penalty when their lawyer used ‘the obedience alibi’, that they were just following orders and this could be seen as a strength of his work.

One critic of Milgram’s David .......................................argues that the ethical concerns about Milgram’s study should not be off-set by the suggestion that he has helped explain events that unfolded during the ‘Final Solution’ in Nazi Germany. Mandel claims that there are major differences between Milgram’s study and the behaviour of the individuals such as Adolf E................................. Firstly, the German officials clearly knew that they were causing pain and death to the Jews; although in Milgram’s study he told his Pps that while the shocks were painful they would cause no permanent .......................... damage. Secondly, when Milgram’s participants observed another .................................. confederate who dropped out of the study, obedience dropped significantly, however in the death camps, when people were given the option not to be involved and they showed their dissent, others did not follow.

