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	Drug treatments are ‘chemical straitjackets’; patients are disempowered - responsibility for controlling the disorder is placed with the prescribing doctor and not the patient; lack of control can in itself be a source of stress and may exacerbate symptoms; supporters of the anti-psychiatry movement would argue that it is wrong that some people should assume a position in society whereby they are able to control others with the use of medications which change their behaviour; it is argued that drug treatments are used as a method of social control.


	Strong raft of empirical evidence to support the use of dopamine related drug treatments, studies have been well controlled and are objective; placebo groups have been used for comparison in double blind studies with humans whilst animals experiments have removed problems associated with confounding variables relating to the course of the disorder pre-diagnosis for example.


	Prescribing drugs is an individual based treatment which ignores social (e.g. family), and environmental factors which may determine the course of the disorder and be associated with relapse and remission rates, (see Vaughn et al ‘Expressed Emotion’).

	Typical anti-psychotics are only effective in 60% of cases and often patients are left with negative symptoms
	Allow the patient to live in society and avoid being institutionalised by a long-term stay in hospital.


	Patients must take maintenance doses of medication for life in order to keep symptoms under control; drugs cannot cure the condition



	May be used in conjunction with other psychological therapies and treatments, which the patients may not have been able to benefit from without the drug treatments.


	In the case of about 1/3 of schizophrenics, psychotic symptoms never return following a course of anti-psychotic medication.


	People may forget to take their medication; however long-release patches and injections may be effective for some.



	Side effects can be unpleasant and even fatal and may put people off taking the drugs


	Requires little time and effort from the patient except for remembering to take the pill or meet with a CPN for injection; compare for example  psychoanalytic therapy which can take months even years of appointments 
	Non-compliance or consciously not taking medication is a major barrier to treatment in schizophrenia; in one study only 50% of patients were fully compliant; In Rosenhan’s (1973) study patients were observed to hide their medication.
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In conclusion, it would appear that...
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