Tuckey and Brewer (2003)


Aim: Discover effects of schema on retrieval


Procedure: Pps asked about their bank robbery schema. Then shown video clip of simulated bank robbery. Recall for events in video tested. Findings: Recall more accurate for events that fit with own bank robbery schema. But also good at recalling information relevant to their schema, even if the actual details were different. Also found that they recalled details relevant to their schema that didn’t actually happen in the video!


Conclusion: Bartlett thought schema are only influential at retrieval and this study shows that they may be influential at storage and retrieval. They seem to be helpful in that they help you pay attention to key features of a scene and therefore affect what is encoded from a wide array of information. They may also provide information which is used to ‘fill in the gaps’ at retrieval and be helpful in interpreting ambiguous information, just as Bartlett suggested.




















