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Let’s practice Paper 3

Wilkinson (1998)
A total of 77 women took part in 13 focus groups, each lasting 1-3 hours. Participants were recruited through a symptomatic breast clinic at a general hospital in the North of England.  Most were working class, middle aged or older, and within five years of diagnosis.  The focus groups were held in a university setting and each woman attended only one group on a single occasion. Discussion ranged across the women’s feeling on diagnosis, their relationships, their experiences of treatment and the changes that the cancer had created in their lives. Data was audio taped and transcribed orthographically in the first instance, and later re-transcribed in more detail and analysed by a variety of techniques.
Please also see focus group schedule on next page.

1. Evaluate the focus group as a research method in psychology wither reference to the extract (10)

2. What issues would need to be taken in consideration when assessing the generalisability of these findings?  (10)

3. Discuss the ethical issues presented by this research (10)

	Focus Group Schedule: Women’s experiences of breast cancer

Introduction (recap on purpose of project, procedure, ground rules)

Questions used in all groups

4. How did you feel when you first became aware of a breast problem?

5. How did you feel when you were first told it was breast cancer?

6. How did people around you react to knowing you had breast cancer? Partner/family/friends/others

7. What kind of support did you need/

a. When you were first aware of the problem?

b. When you knew for sure it was cancer?

8. What kind of support did your partner/family/friends/others close to you need?

a. When you were first aware of the problem?

b. When you knew for sure it was cancer?

9. What do you think caused your breast cancer?

10. What kind of effect has having breast cancer had on your life?

a. Including your general outlook on life?

b. On you personally?

c. On those around you?

Supplementary questions used in some groups when time

11. What is the worst thing about having breast cancer?

12. Has anything good come out of having breast cancer? If so what?

13. Have you been concerned about your appearance

a. In what way?

b. Those around you? In what way?

14. Is there anything else you would like to say about your experience of breast cancer?

a. Or about this research project?

Conclusion (summary, thanks, and debriefing)











