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How science works: Research Methods 2
Longitudinal and Cross sectional studies

1. One strength of cross sectional studies is that they are cheaper than longitudinal studies. This is because: 
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2. Another strength of cross sectional studies is that they are easier to conduct than longitudinal studies. This is because:
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3. Furthermore, it is easier to recruit participants to a cross sectional study because:
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4. Finally, cross sectional studies are arguably more ethical than longitudinal studies because:
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5. This said, cross sectional studies also have their weaknesses. For example, they may not be as valid as longitudinal study in that:
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6. Furthermore, cross sectional studies simply represent a snapshot of time and the data may be affected by cohort effects. This means that:
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7.  This said, cross sectional studies also have their weaknesses. For example, they may not be as valid as longitudinal study in that:
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8. This said, cross sectional studies also have their weaknesses. For example, they may not be as valid as longitudinal study in that:
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9. One strength of longitudinal studies is that participant variables are controlled for. This means that:
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10. Another strength of longitudinal studies is that developmental trends should be easy to see, for example:
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11. One weakness of longitudinal studies is the high participant drop-out rate. This means that:
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12. Furthermore, longitudinal studies impose a range of practical problems. For example:
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