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The Social Approach: Key Study

Evaluating Sherif (1961): 
	Theme
	Notes

	Generalisability: Should the results be applied to the target population? Size of sample, representativeness of sample, gender, culture etc...


	

	Reliability If study was repeated would consistent results be found? Control of confounding variables, is it possible to replicate in order to find out? Was procedure effectively standardised? Have other similar study backed this study up?
	

	Applications Is the study useful in any way?  Can it be used to support any theory? 


	

	Validity Internal: how sure can you be that changes in DV were brought about by the IV and nothing else; were confounding variables controlled? Participant variables, order effects, Were there demand characteristics; was their observer or interviewer bias in the way the data was collected? External: do the behaviours shown reflect what would happen in real life? Operationalisation of variables, coding of data, objectivity/ subjectivity
	

	Ethics Informed consent, deception, right to withdraw, confidentiality, protection from harm, has the Pp changed as a person, ethics committees, ethical guidelines
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