Sherif’s Robbers Cave (1954) Treasure Hunt Quiz
1. What research method was used? Field Experiment (1)
2. Where did the study take place? Robbers Cave State Park in Oklahoma, USA (1)
3. What five things would you expect to characterise a well established group: 

Tip: N V R SH L norms, values, roles, social hierarchy, leaders (5)
4. Give five details about the Pps 22 middle-class, American eleven year old boys, who did not know each other beforehand, from Protestant homes in Oklahoma, all socially and emotionally well adjusted and not from broken homes (5)
5. Give two criteria used when matching the groups sporting ability and IQ (2)
6. Give one reason why the study could be considered unethical no informed consent from boys; set out to cause conflict (harm?), deception, no right to withdraw (1)
7. Name one type of qualitative data collected observation (a member of camp staff/ ‘under-cover experimenter ‘ observed the boys from within the camp for 12 hours a day)
sociometric analysis (creating diagrams which indicate how much each boy is liked and by whom, reveals friendships and popularity), tape recordings of the boys language about each other (1)
8. Name one type of quantitative data collected standardised tasks (boys asked to collect beans and estimate how many each boy has found); percentage of friends chosen from out-group before and after super ordinate goals introduced (1)
9. What was the purpose of stage 1 two groups are established; they create their own norms and hierarchies (this was to allow Sherif to observe how in-groups are formed) (1)
10. Name two competitions that happened in stage 2 tug of war and baseball, treasure hunt, tent pitching, cabin inspections (2)
11. Name one way in which frustration was increased telling them to come to picnic late when all food gone (1)
12. Name three behaviours which demonstrated out group hostility name calling, under estimation of number of beans collected, one team burning the others flag, physical scuffles, unfavourable stereotypes, less favourable ratings of out-group members; out-group only chosen as friends 6.4% of time by rattlers and 7.5% by eagles, raids and counter-raids (3)
13. Name two behaviours which demonstrated in group favouritism overestimation of beans collected; choice of friends from in-group; (2)
14. Name one way which the experimenters found to be ineffective in reducing prejudice increasing social contact (1)
15. Name three super-ordinate goals used in the experiment pulling truck from mud, poolig money for film and fixing water supply (3)
16. What percentage of friendships were drawn from the out-group in stage 2 for the rattlers and the eagles out-group only chosen as friends 6.4% of time by rattlers and 7.5% by eagles. (2)
17. What percentage of friendships were drawn from the out-group in stage 3 for the rattlers and the eagles out-group friends chosen 36.4% by Rattlers and 23.2% by Eagles (2)
18. How do we know that the first two super ordinate goals were ineffective? Following fixing the water supply, boys were observed to be pleased with their accomplishment but an hour later at dinner, there was an exchange of abusive language between the groups; after they pooled tokens to get the much-wanted movie, they still chose to sit on opposite sides of the aisle. (2)
19. What happened at the end of the study? the two groups decided to entertain each other with skits and songs at a campfire, asked to leave the camp together in one bus; parted as friends. (1)
20. What happened in the British Boy Scout replication and how does this affect the results of the Sherif study? un able to create inter group hostility, suggesting that the well-established scouts' social norm of cooperation was largely unaffected by the manipulations. (Tyerman and Spencer, 1983) (1)
