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How science works: Practice Answers

Describe the main features of the case study as a research method in psychology (6)
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...................................................................................................................... Tips: individual, unique, small group, in depth, rich, many research methods, case histories, qualitative data, triangulation, common themes and trends
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Evaluate the case study as a research method used in psychology (6)
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...................................................................................................................... 
Content Tips: scientific, interpretation, bias, systematic, validity (ecological, construct), reliability, replicable , generalisable, completeness, objectivity, subjectivity, triangulation
Structure Tips: Present black hat criticisms and counter with yellow hat positives

Useful connectives: and so..., however, whereas, on the other hand, in contrast, despite, similarly, this said, but, therefore, furthermore, in addition, 
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Freud’s case study method was perhaps unique. Compare Freud’s case study research method with the general case study research method. (6)
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Technique tips: When you see the word compare, think: similarities and differences. State a point about one of the things you are asked to compare and then say how the other is similar in one way but different in another. Do this as many times as you can in the time allowed. Remember the ‘Venn Diagram’ can be a helpful way to plan your answer.
Useful connectives: whereas, in contrast, on the other hand, similarly, but, yet, alternatively, nevertheless

Content tips: free association, dream analysis, slips of the tongue, unconscious wishes and desires, therapy, psychoanalysis, therapist relationship, qualitative, quantitative 
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Freud based his work on case studies of his many patients. Evaluate Freud’s work in terms of the methodology used. (6)
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Technique tips: Spot the key words in this question; it is assessing your knowledge of case studies and how effective they as a means of providing evidence to support a theory. You are not be asked to describe specific aspects of Freud’s theory although you may do this as part of an example. The focus is strengths and weaknesses of Freud’s case study method.

Content tips: free association, dream analysis, symbols, slips of the tongue, unconscious wishes and desires, therapy, psychoanalysis, therapist relationship, qualitative, quantitative, scientific, interpretation, bias, systematic, validity (ecological, construct), reliability, replicable , generalisable, completeness, objectivity, subjectivity, triangulation

Structure Tips: Present black hat criticisms and counter with yellow hat positives
