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[image: image2.wmf]Welcome to Psychology!
Congratulations! You made it through your GCSEs and hopefully enjoyed a great summer. You should now be feeling ready to embark upon your first year of sixth form. This will be an intense and exciting year in which you will be inspired to discover a whole new subject.
During the course you will:
· study psychological theories, research, terminology, concepts, studies and methods

· develop skills of analysis, interpretation and evaluation

· develop an understanding of the four ‘foundations in psychology’

·  Social, Cognitive, Biological and Learning Theory
· design and report psychological investigations, and analyse and interpret data

· develop an understanding of ethical issues in Psychology, including the ethical implications of psychological research

· develop your mathematical skills
· understand how research has been applied to fields of psychopathology and criminological psychology

· consider bigger issues and debates that affect every topic in psychology

· consider inherent biases and problems in psychology 
There is a lot to learn this year and we will be getting started quickly! But before we start, we will spend a few days on some induction activities. Hopefully by the end of the induction period you will have had time to…
· get to know your new class and teachers
· define what psychology is and what it is not
· find out about what psychologists do and why psychology is important in the world today
· have a sound understanding of how the course is structured and how you will be assessed 

· collect, analyse and present some data [image: image3.wmf]
Working together

A Level Psychology is a big step up from GCSE. The subject will be new to you, although you may already have some understanding of what it involves from things you have watched on television, books and articles you have read. I am sure you will soon become inspired and passionate about Psychology. Many people find the subject fascinating as we often focus on phenomena with which we are all familiar. Sometimes students find their interest slipping, as they become embroiled in new terminology, complex further reading and the multitude of perspectives and methods that psychologists use to approach their subject, not to mention the statistics, experiments and report writing!  For this reason, it is vital that you keep on top of your studies from the outset as success will require not just interest and an enquiring mind but determination, good organisation, and a lot of hard work. 
Perseverance is everything, staying strong when things get tough and knowing that when things feel difficult, this is because you are moving on in your thinking and that a breakthrough is on the horizon!
This will be an intense year where you will develop new skills and ways of thinking alongside a lot of new subject knowledge. Your fellow students will become a very important source of support if you can learn to work well together and learn from each other. At revision time, often pupils who plan and work together, succeed together. Once you have had a chance to get to know each other as sixth formers, choose your ‘study buddies’ carefully. Work in teams and support each other. Work as a class. Results day will be even more rewarding if you have all achieved the very best that you can as a group. You will need to work hard individually and encourage and support each other. Teaching a topic to another pupil is a great way to learn it really thoroughly for yourself as well providing help to your friend. Teach and test!

Supporting your studies

Psychology Plus on MONDAY lunchtimes, from 1.20.  This club aims to enhance your studies through activities such as the analysis of contemporary research, designing and conducting your own research projects, whole school campaigns, looking at areas of psychology not covered in the specification and watching relevant films. We also have occasional guest speakers. We also hope that the Psychology Plus group will take an active role in assisting us with our Year 9 Psychology Club, (Mondays 4-5pm). You may like to use the Psychology Plus club to design activities that you can do with the Year 9s. 
Clinics: We run a drop in clinic on THURSDAY lunchtimes where you can gain extra help with homework or ask questions and discuss topics further from class. This session will be open to IB and A level pupils in both year groups. 
If you need more time we run sessions after school on MONDAY from 4-5pm for Year 12 students. 

Tutorials: If you wish to chat to us one-to-one or as small group, please book a tutorial with either teacher. This can either be at lunchtime or after school if we are available or during a free period if we are not teaching. 
Don’t forget to keep a record of all tutorials attended; we are always happy to help with revision strategies, time management, folder organization or just going over a topic that you found a bit tricky.

[image: image4.wmf]Folder reviews and tests: Towards the end of each half term, your teachers will set regular tests to review your progress. These tests will be designed to assess everything you have learnt, not necessarily just the material from that specific half term. We are on a linear A Level and therefore its important to re-awaken past learning at appropriate intervals to keep everything relatively accessible. 

We also like to collect in your folders/red books to check the quality/presentation/completion of your classwork once per half term in addition to the usual marking of homeworks.

Each topic will start with a personalised learning checklist (PLC) and you should use these to keep an eye on how you feel that you are progressing with each learning objective.

Good effort grades hinge on your ability to demonstrate a mature approach to advancing your own learning. You must take responsibility and be reflective in order to reach your potential. 
Red book and marking policy: We use large red exercise books to help keep all your assessed work together. If you word process in exams, you will be given an assessment folder (display book) for marked work instead. All assessed work is typed and printed out so that a copy can be kept in the folder. Teachers need to be able to check that you are completing your targets and therefore when we mark your work we don’t just want to see the current work we expect to see your whole assessment portfolio (i.e. your exercise book or assessment folder). 
We do bits of timed work regularly in lessons as well as setting practice questions as homework and keeping everything in the book/folder makes it easier for you to flick to and fro, comparing your progress on similar styles of question at different points throughout the year. 
You will receive a marking policy to stick in the front of your red book and we will go through this in class once we start doing some assessed work. 
Our marking policy is called “Let’s make marking matter!” and the subtitle is “because every mark matters”. If you take this point of view, never deviating in your mission to identify and capture every possible mark, every time you put your pen to paper, finger to key or stylus to screen, you really will be the best you can possibly be! 
We encourage “triple impact feedback”, (self, peer and teacher) and use “directed improvement and reflection time” (DIRT) to facilitate active engagement in the assessment process, allowing you to strive for excellence in everything you do. 
Remember, “Rome wasn’t built in a day…”every time you get involved and “flex your brain”, you are taking a step in the right direction. We like to think about “I can” not “IQ”! Remember though, throughout the course, there will be points when things are tough and you might not be the best you can be YET, but you will be, with hard work and a positive attitude… we consider it our job to help with that!  
Reflection on your thinking processes and active reviewing of your written work is essential to your progress and eventual success, “catch yourself getting it right”, “celebrate success, no matter how tiny!” 
Half term grades and reports: We use your tests, red books and folders to inform our effort and attainment grades at the end of each half term but we also take account of a wide range of other factors too. How will we know that you are “making an effort”?

· you prepare fully for every lesson; we often practice flipped learning which requires you to do some preparation before the lesson, if you don’t do it, the lesson will not work for you and potentially for others, you won’t make the necessary progress; tasks might involve watching a video, reading, taking notes, adding to a message board. Whatever you have been asked to do, do it to the best of your ability and allow a sensible amount of time to get the task done! 
· after classes, you consolidate or cement your understanding within 24 hours, where possible, e.g.  adding to a popplet (see below), making digital flashcards, creating a quizlet, etc.
· you complete homework on time and to the best of your ability; in Year 12 we expect you to complete 2-3 hours of work outside lessons, per subject per week. If you have two teachers, that’s 1-1.5 hours each. Preparation for a lesson counts as homework. 
NB: If you are getting bogged down and having trouble managing your time, please speak to us so we can help you, sixth form takes time to get used to for some people, don’t struggle on your own!
· you apply the marking policy systematically to your written work through self and peer marking
· you complete your DIRT tasks to best of your ability
· you reflect thoughtfully on your work/feedback and keep a dialogue of reflective comments in your red book /folder
· you participate actively in lessons, listening effectively to others, asking and answering questions (PS We also understand that some people are more reserved than others, and this certainly does not mean they aren’t making an effort ()

· you comment on the twitter feed and google classroom, share/tweet interesting things that you have discovered (books, articles websites, blogs, films)
You will receive two written reports in Year 12 and there will be one parents evening. However, we are always happy to discuss your progress with your parents at any point during the year as required.
[image: image5.wmf]It’s good to talk…If, at any point, you feel that you need to go over anything more slowly or to talk about anything that you feel is getting in the way of your understanding and importantly, your enjoyment of the course, please come and talk to us as soon as possible, don’t delay! 
What happens if I am away? …Everyone gets sick sometimes and trips and fixtures mean that you might have to miss the occasional lesson, but attendance is critical to success and you need to take responsibility to ensure attendance at as many lessons as possible. If you are way, use goggle classroom to help you to catch up and attend clinics as soon as possible to make sure that you fully understand any missed work. If you are away when written work is returned it will be put in the marked work racks in SF3 and 4. 
Course Structure and Assessment

	Unit
	Topics
	Nature of the exam

	Unit 1: Foundations in Psychology (9PS0/01)
	Social 

Cognitive 

Biological 

Learning Theories


	2 hour written exam (35%), out of 90 marks, five sections; all questions are compulsory. Formulae and statistical tables are provided to help with mathematical questions. You must bring a calculator to the exam.
Sections A–D 

· assess topics 1-4
· out of 70
· mixed question types, including stimulus response and short answer questions
Section E

· assesses issues and debates which are taught throughout topics 1-4 and as a separate revision unit at the end of Year 2
· out of 20 marks
· two extended response questions



	Unit 2: Applications of Psychology (9PS0/02)

	Clinical 
Criminological 
	2 hour written exam (35%), out of 90 marks, two sections; formulae and statistical tables are provided to help with mathematical questions. You must bring a calculator to the exam.

Section A: Clinical Psychology
· all questions are compulsory
· out of 54
· mixed question types, including data-response and short-answer questions and a 20-mark essay
Section B: Criminal Psychology
There are three options (criminal child and health psychology) and we will be studying option 6, criminal. 

· all option 6 questions are compulsory and pupils must not answer any questions from Option 7 or 8. 

· out of 36

· mixed question types, including data, response, short-answer and extended response questions.

	Unit 3: Psychological Skills (9PS0/03)
	Psychological skills:

· Methods

· Synoptic review of studies
· Issues and debates.
	2 hour written exam (30%), out of 80 marks, three sections; all questions are compulsory; formulae and statistical tables are provided to help with mathematical questions. You must bring a calculator to the exam.

Section A: Research methods
· Out of 24 marks

· mixed question types, including data response and short-answer questions

Section B: Psychological studies from Topics 1–4
· out of 24 marks

· two extended response questions

Section C: Issues and Debates

· out of 32

· two extended response questions



Year 12: This year you will complete topics 1 and 2, and start topics 3 and 4 from Paper 1. You internal mock exam will have questions covering all the materials that you have covered throughout the year, with shorter section of topics 3 and 4 since you will only have covered certain parts of these topics.
Year 13: You will then complete topics 3 and 4, before moving onto Topics 5 and 6, clinical and criminological psychology, which are examined in Paper 2.

Throughout the Year 12 and 13 topics, we will be teaching you material assessed in Paper 3, “Psychological Skills” and during the final months before your exams, you will complete a revision programme to fully prepare you for the methodology, studies and issues and debates sections of Papers 1 and 2 and the whole of Paper 3, which Edexcel have called “The Revision Paper”.
Your final exams may seem a long way off but it’s important to have a detailed understanding of what lies ahead from day one. Don’t worry we will have plenty of practice along the way! 
At the end of Year 12, we will have formal mock exams.  These mocks in combination with work produced throughout the year will inform our UCAS predicted grades and references. 
Assessment objectives
This year you will gain credit for describing your knowledge and understanding (AO1), applying your knowledge, (AO2) and analyzing, interpreting and evaluating (AO3). 

	AO
	Qualities assessed
	Command terms/ Question styles
	Weighting

	AO1
	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures 
	identify, define, give, outline, describe, suggest
	30-35%

	
	Paper 1: 11–15%
	Paper 2: 11–15%
	Paper 3: 6–8%
	
	

	AO2
	Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures:

● in a theoretical context

● in a practical context

● when handling qualitative data

● when handling quantitative data
	explain, apply, extract/scenario questions 
	30-35%

	
	Paper 1: 12–15%
	Paper 2: 9–12%
	Paper 3: 7–9%
	
	

	AO3
	Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence, including in relation to issues, to:

● make judgements and reach conclusions

● develop and refine practical design and procedures
	evaluate, analyse, critically consider, compare, contrast, to what extent?  How effective?
	35-40%

	
	Paper 1: 8–12%
	Paper 2: 8–12%
	Paper 3: 15–17%
	
	


The Language of Exams
Analyse: Break something down into its components/parts. Examine each part methodically and in detail in order to discover the meaning or essential features of a theme, topic or situation. Explore the relationship between the features and how each one contributes to the topic.
Assess: Give careful consideration to all the factors or events that apply and identify which are the most important or relevant. Make a judgement on the importance of something, and come to a conclusion where needed.

Calculate: Obtain a numerical answer, showing relevant working. If the answer has a unit, this must be included.
Compare: Looking for the similarities and differences of two (or more) things. This should not require the drawing of a conclusion. The answer must relate to both (or all) things mentioned in the question. The answer must include at least one similarity and one difference.

Complete: To fill in/write all the details asked for.

Convert: Express a quantity in alternative units.

Define: Provide a definition of something.

Describe: To give an account of something. Statements in the response need to be developed as they are often linked but do not need to include a justification or reason.

Determine: The answer must have an element that is quantitative from the stimulus provided, or must show how the answer can be reached quantitatively. To gain maximum marks there must be a quantitative element to the answer.

Discuss: Explore the issue/situation/problem/argument that is being presented within the question, articulating different or contrasting viewpoints.

Draw: Produce an output, either by freehand or using a ruler (e.g. graph).

Evaluate: Review information then bring it together to form a conclusion, drawing on evidence including strengths, weaknesses, alternative actions, relevant data or information. Come to a supported judgement of a subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.
Explain: An explanation that requires a justification/exemplification of a point. The answer must contain some element of reasoning/justification. This can include mathematical explanations.
Give: Generally involves the recall of one or more pieces of information; when used in relation to a context, it is used to determine a candidate’s grasp of the factual information presented.

Identify: This requires some key information to be selected from a given stimulus/resource.

Interpret: Recognise a trend or pattern(s) within a given stimulus/resource.

Justify: Rationalise a decision or action.

Name: Synonymous with ‘Give’.

Plot: Produce, or add detail to, a graph/chart by marking points accurately (e.g. line of best fit).

Predict: Articulate an expected result.

State: Synonymous with ‘Give’.
Suggest: Make a proposal/propose an idea in written form.
To what extent: Review information then bring it together to form a judgement conclusion, following the provision of a balanced and reasoned argument.
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Each topic has the same basic structure making it easy to divide up your folder beautifully and keep everything neatly organised.

You will need five dividers for each of your four Year 12 topics.

Please label 4 dividers one for each topic: 

· Social Psychology

· Cognitive Psychology

· Biological Psychology

· Learning Theories

You will then need five dividers for each topic labelled (just write the bold bit ()
· Content: psychological theories and studies relating to specific topics

· Methods: this is the ‘how science works’ bit where we look at how psychologists collect their data to support their theories
· Studies: we will be looking at lots of studies in the “Content” section above, but we will also be looking IN DETAIL at two specific studies, one CLASSIC (old!) and one CONTEMPORARY (up to date!)
· Key Question: you will apply knowledge and understanding to a real world issue or event; these may relate to the “Tales of the City” discussed at the start of every topic and/or something new; we like you to have as much practice as possible as applied questions are very popular with examiners so we may have more than one Key Question!
· Research Exercise: you will conduct a data collection and write up a full report for every topic. Reports should have seven sections each starting on a new page: abstract, introduction, method, results, discussion, references and appendices. You will get lots of help with ow to write these up. They are not submitted to the exam board but you may be asked questions about them in the exam.
Popplets
You can create Popplets (an app on your iPad where you can save images to your camera roll and then print out if you wish) for each topic to help you stay organsied and refresh and consolidate your knowledge. Popplets are summary brain maps which you can build up over the course of each topic. As the topic unfolds you could…
· overview the whole topic; including main headings and bullet points

· add key points, diagrams (you could draw these on a piece of paper and photograph them to add to your popplet) and images (you can create your own in another app or use images from google and save them to your camera roll.
· print out your popplet and place it at the start of the topic in your folder
[image: image7.wmf]Using popplet to create brain maps for each topic will help you keep an overview of where each piece of work fits into the whole throughout the course. It is also a way of ensuring that you revisit class work on a regular basis as you add to your popplet with each passing lesson.
New learning needs to be revisited within 24 hours to help it ‘sink in’: You don’t have to spend long, maybe just 5 minutes, adding to your popplet.  This technique will help you to scale your personal revision mountain when it comes to exams! 
As we progress through the course, we will teach you other ways to make notes, such as the ‘Cornell technique’. We expect you to use these techniques and will be checking for this when we inspect your folders. It is really important to try new ways of learning especially if you are getting grades that are lower than you would like. We don’t care whether you think you are a visual learner or not! We need to see you experimenting with new ways of doing things, giving new ideas a fair and honest shot and then monitoring any changes in your performance, like a good scientist should!

Some ideas for note taking and learning new information
In sixth form, you will discover that lessons involve a lot more discussion and you will be expected to be far more independent with regard to keeping a record of points made in class. You should expect to be keeping notes as the discussion unfolds, selecting those points which you feel are important and noting examples presented by both pupils and staff. You may choose to do this on your iPad or using pen and paper, which ever you choose, your notes must be orderly and accessible. Apps such as “Book Creator” will be helpful for keeping notes on different topics. 
Here are some ideas to help you organise and understand the new information that is about to start coming your way! We will demonstrate and use a range of different methods in class and some may work for you better than others. 

Find the methods which help you learn most effectively but remember no-one learns new information effectively from disorganised and untidy notes. 

· [image: image8.wmf]Draw/create diagrams, use colour, highlight and underline, use pictures and cartoons

· Use different coloured pens for Ao1, 2 and 3
· Create your own form of ‘short hand’ and abbreviate words as necessary’; review swiftly; otherwise you may not remember what you meant!

· Use mnemonics; when remembering a list of items (including keywords or subheadings for an essay plan for example) take the first letter from each item and make up a silly sentence where each word begins with the initial letters from your list, e.g. there are 6 types of social power; Reward, Coercive, Referent, Legitimate, Informational and Expert; the mnemonic might read ‘Really Cunning Readers Let Information Enter’

· Use method of loci. Imagine a place you know well , such as your walk to the local shop or a wander round your room; imagine the initial letters, or objects which remind you of the items to be remembered, placed at each stop on your journey, e.g. radishes on your doorstep, carrots by the post-box, raisins by the lamp-post, lollipop by the bin, ice cream on the zebra crossing and an Easter Egg in the doorway of the shop (I took the initial of each word and made up a food which I could buy at the shop). To remember the items talk a walk to the shop in your head.

· Make a glossary to keep track of all the new terminology and test yourself regularly; try to use new words as you learn them as many times a day as you can.

· Make an index card system to remember your notes; writing the cards and getting others to test you with them will be excellent for revision or use apps and sites such as “Brainscape” or “Quizlet” to create flashcards on your iPad.
Google classroom , Twitter and PsychologyRocks
Miss Wood has her own website called www.psychologyrocksblog.wordpress.com and you will notice that this is used in most lessons. Hopefully you soon become regular visitors as you should be able to access pretty much every handout, PowerPoint or video link used in class whenever you need it. We also use google classroom to set assignments and flipped tasks as well as making announcements. Classroom will send you alerts on your phone when new posts have been made if you set it up to do so and this can be helpful to manage your work flow as it will remind you when tasks are due.  
Twitter is great for sharing articles of interest and it’s a great place to easily kick-starting your further reading as many psychologists and other academics tweet regularly. Twitter allows you to have as many accounts as you likem meaning you can keep your “school psychology persona” separate from your home-life and other subjects as you prefer.
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Psychology Review Magazine
This is an excellent magazine designed for A Level and IB students. If you subscribe through the school you will get a discount. The magazine costs around £12 and you will receive 4 copies per year. If you wish to subscribe please give your name to Mrs Pye who will give you a letter about this.  

You can also access back issues of this magazine using the link on mypgs. Dr Webb can assist with this.
Bon Voyage
Keep this booklet safely at the front of your folder, refer to it regularly as the information it contains is integral to your understanding of the structure and delivery of the course. The command terms are particularly important!

All that remains now is to say good luck and I am looking forward to getting to know you all over the course of our next two years.
Good luck!
