MAJORITY INFLUENCE: Asch, (1951)
Conformity in an unambiguous situation 
	Aim and hypotheses 
To determine whether a .............................. can influence a .................................. even when the situation is U...............................
Previous research by Sherif had shown that....

Asch felt that this was not an example of conformity and so he would not to devise a paradigm which could unequivocally demonstrate ....



	Procedure

Method/design: Laboratory experiment; Asch used his basic set up to compare the conformity rate (DV) in a number of slightly different situations, (IV).
Participants: ……………. American university students
Procedure: 
· ......... people sat looking at a display on a screen.
· In turn they would say aloud which line from a choice of 3 (A, B and C) was the same length as the stimulus line (X). 

· All but one of the Pps were ......................, the one real Pp sat ...................................
       ..........................................................................................

· The confederates had been instructed to U.............................. give the wrong answer on 12 critical trials; on 6 neutral trials the right answer was given

· The Pps responses were compared with those given in a control condition where there were no confederates.

	Findings
Quantitative findings:

· The overall conformity rate when confederates gave wrong answers was ............
· The error rate was only ........... when there were no confederates

· ……………. conformed at least once.
· …………… conformed on all 12 trials.
· …………… conformed on 11/12 trials.

· ……………… did not conform on any of the critical trials.

Qualitiative findings: 

· What reasons did people give for conforming?

· What reasons did people give for not conforming?



	Conclusions
· A majority can influence a minority even in an .............................. situation in which the correct answer is obvious.
· Asch demonstrated that ................................ was much ............................ than previously thought
· However, it should be noted that on about 2/3 trials Pps did not conform and thus had resisted majority influence.










