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Comparing explanations of gender 

Psychodynamic and learning approach
The psychodynamic approach and the learning approach are similar because they both focus on the importance of early experiences in the development of gender identity. Both approaches assume that the parents are important as role models; however, the learning approach suggests that others can also be used as models from whom behaviour is learnt, particularly if they are seen to be rewarded, i.e. peers, siblings, individuals in the media etc.

The psychodynamic approach and the learning approach are also similar that they believe gender is acquired through interaction within the social environment and this happens over time; however, the learning approach suggests that the acquisition of gender appropriate behaviour is a process which starts much earlier than the psychodynamic explanation; this contrasts with the biological approach which suggests that gender difference are caused by hormonal and brain differences assigned at birth. 
The psychodynamic approach and the learning approach are also similar because they both focus on the importance of social norms or expectations of acceptable behaviour for each gender (gender-appropriate behaviour) which are assimilated through the process of identification with role models; the approaches are different in that the psychodynamic approach explains that identification is an unconscious process and that the role models from whom we acquire our gender are parents whereas in the learning approach people may consciously be aware of the fact that they identify with certain role models and they can be anyone, not necessarily the parents.
The explanantions of gender provided by the psychodynamic approach and the learning approach are different because the learning explanation is supported by many animal and human experimental studies which support the principles of operant conditioning and social learning on which the explanation is based and this makes the account more credible, whereas the psychodynamic explanation of gender does not have a raft of empirical evidence upon which it is based and thus it seems less credible. 
The explanantions of gender provided by the psychodynamic approach and the learning approach are different because while they both take into consideration the role of experience, the psychodynamic approach does involve biological components in terms of the life and death instructs (eros and thanatos) and libido (drive/desire).
