Lack of objective (empirical) evidence

Concepts are not falsifiable (difficult to prove that they do not exist)

Little Hans Case Study (Freud, 1909)

Children raised by gay/lesbian couples

Golombok, (2000) Children raised by single parents are not less well adjusted as adults
Children who have had harsh potty training and probability of developing anally retentive personality, (Hunt 1979)

Fisher and Greenberg (1977): Oral and anal personality types; correlations between individual traits; 

Theory is ethnocentric 

Theory is androcentric

Malinowski (1929) Cross cultural study of the he Trobriand Islanders (Papua New Guinea): children are raised by their uncle and their mother (no sexual relationship) the child still comes in to conflict with the uncle which is then later resolved as the child accepts authority and regulation of behaviour from external forces, therefore identification is not about sexual rivalry out about power. 

Erik Erikson’s theory of Psychosocial Development

O’Brien (1983) children as young as two have a strong sense of gender identity and make sex-typed preference for toys for example without any adult intervention.

Sample bias

Over-emphasis on sex as the primary factor determining human behaviour. 

